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Crocodile Cushion Cover 

 

 

Materials. 

One pair 4.5mm knitting needles 

Cable needle 

3 x 50g balls Austermann Nature yarn 

One 25cm x 25cm cushion pad for filling. 
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This column contains all the instructions you will need to 
complete your cushion cover. Standard knitting instructions are 
given below, this section is for those folk who are new to 
following patterns and explains things in full. You’ll be talked 
through each part of the pattern and will be able to see how 
each part would look written in ‘pattern gobbledygook’ in the 
right hand column. 
 

This column contains pictures, tables and 
charts to help you understand what you 
are doing. It will also contain the ‘knitting 
gobbledygook’ you usually see in 
patterns to enable you to understand 
and translate them in future. While you 
are knitting please follow the instructions 
in the left hand column, you don’t want 
to end up knitting bits twice by mistake! 

Cast on 50 stitches (any technique will do as long as your cast 
on is not so tight you can’t move the stitches on the needle and 
not so loose that your stitches are all floppy) 
 

CO 50 

Begin seed stitch border. This will be the first of two bands 
of seed stitch, one at each end of your knitted piece. Seed stitch 
lies flat without curling and the bands will make up the ‘flap’ at 
the back which allows you to take the cushion pad out for 
washing. 
Row 1; knit one stitch then purl one stitch, keep alternating like 
this until the end of the row. 
Row 2; Knit one stitch then purl one stitch, keep alternating like 
this until the end of the row. 
Row 3; purl one stitch then knit one stitch, keep alternating like 
this until the end of the row. 
Row 4; purl one stitch then knit one stitch, keep alternating like 
this until the end of the row. 
These four rows make seed stitch. You need to knit 12 rows in 
total, 4 down 8 to go! 
Knit rows 1 to 4, in order, again. That’s 8! Do them again one 
more time and you have your 12. Tick the rows off in the box to 
the right as you go along so you can keep track. 
 
Next you’ll be knitting the short section of the back of the 
cushion cover (in brown on the right in the picture) For this you 
will need to knit 20 rows of stocking stitch.  
Row 1; knit all stitches 
Row 2; Purl all stitches 
Keep going with one row of knit and one row of purl until you 
have completed 20 rows (don’t worry if it curls up at the edges). 
You can mark off the rows as you go in the table to the right. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Standard pattern instructions 
Row 1; K1,P1 to end 
Row 2 as row 1 
Row 3 ; P1,K1 to end 
Row 4 as row 3 
Rows 1-4 set pat, rep pat twice more  
 
 Row 1 Row 2 Row 3 Row 4 

1st time     
2nd time     
3rd time     

 
Work in st st for 20 rows 
 
 
 
 
Just cross straight through the boxes as 
you go. The numbers represent the 
rows. White boxes are knit rows, grey 
ones purl rows so you don’t need to 
panic about whether you should do a 
knit or purl row next if you put your 
knitting down. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
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Increasing. 
Cable patterns cross stitches over which means that the knitting 
‘pulls in’ (gets narrower). To compensate for this you’ll need to 
add extra stitches (lots of extra stitches!)  
 
There are many different ways of making an increase. For this 
pattern you will be making a loop increase (If you’re confident in 
using an m1 increase go for it, it doesn’t matter if it’s right or 
left leaning.) 
 
Knit two stitches, then, make a crossed loop over the right 
needle as you can see in pics 1 and 2 in the right hand column. 
Make sure your loop is crossed, if it isn’t, and looks like pic 3 
instead you’ll end up with a hole. You should now have three 
stitches on your right needles. Do it again (knit two stitches, 
make a loop) and you should have six. Keep going, knitting two 
then making a loop all the way across until you get to the last 
two stitches, knit them, but don’t make an extra loop. You 
should now have 74 stitches. Try not to stress too much, it 
takes a bit of time to get all the way across but in this pattern 
you only have to do it for this one row! 
 
Once you completed this row, purl one row across all 74 of your 
nice new stitches! Pin a safety pin at each end to mark where 
you made your increase (you’ll need to find the place later) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inc.  
Row 1; *k2, m1* rep from * to last two 
stitches, k2 (74st) 
Row 2; P to end 
 

 
Pic 1 

 
Pic 2 

 
Pic 3 
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Begin cable pattern 
This is the fun bit! It’s also very impressive for very little effort. 
Follow the instructions and keep marking off the rows as you go 
so you don’t get lost and all will be well. 
Start off by knitting four rows of stocking stitch (knit one row, 
purl one row) to give a neat edge to your cushion cover, then 
we’ll get to the cable pattern itself. First read the grey italic 
instructions in the right hand column to get a bit of an idea of 
what you’ll be doing.  
 
Let’s go! 
Row 1; knit to end 
Row 2; purl to end (keep marking them off as you go) 
Row 3; (Cable row) knit 7, then do your first C10F (cable 10 
forward) to do this: slip the first five stitches from the left 
needle to the cable needle and hold them at the front of the 
work, knit the next five stitches from the left needle, knit the 
five from the cable needle (that’s your first C10F completed!) 
knit 5 stitches the normal way (this makes the gap between the 
cables) and then do the next C10F (slip the first five stitches 
from the left needle to the cable needle and hold them at the 
front of your knitting, knit the next five stitches from the left 
needle, knit the five from the cable needle) knit 5. Keep at it 
until you only have 12 stitches on your left needle, knit 12 with 
no fancy stuff. Yay! One cable row completed! 
Row 4; purl to the end of the row (this can be a bit tricky, 
you’ve just twisted a load of stitches while you were cabling so 
some of them will feel a bit tight. Don’t worry, that’s just fine) 
Row 5; knit to the end of the row 
Row 6; purl to the end of the row 
Row 7; knit to the end of the row  
Row 8; purl to the end of the row (don’t forget to keep marking 
them off as you go along) 
Row 9; (cable row) knit 12 stitches with no fancy stuff, then do 
your first C10B, (this is exactly the same as C10F but instead of 
holding the cable needle at the front of your knitting you hold it 
at the back) slip the first five stitches from the left needle to the 
cable needle and hold them at the back of the your knitting, knit 
the next five stitches from the left needle, knit the five from the 
cable needle (that’s your first C10F completed!) knit 5 stitches 
the normal way. Keep at it (cabling 10 forward then knitting 5) 
until you have 7 stitches left, knit those 7. 
Row 10; purl to the end of the row 
Row 11; knit to the end of the row 
Row 12; purl to the end of the row 
 
That’s it, all there is to it! Now all you have to do is go back to 
Row 1 of the cable pattern and work through all 12 rows. Once 
you’ve done the whole lot seven times you’ll have finished the 
cable part of your cushion cover. Remember to keep marking 
the rows off though so you know where you are. 

 
 
K four rows st st 
Begin cable as follows 
Row 1; K to end 
Row 2 and all even rows P to end 
Row 3; K7, C10F, *K5, C10F* rep from * 
to last 12 sts, k12 
Row 5; as 1 
Row 7; as 1 
Row 9; K12, C10B, *k5, C10B* rep from 
* to last 7 sts, k7 
Row 11; as 1 
Row 12; P to end 
These 12 rows set pat. Cont in patt six 
further times (seven repeats total) 
 
 
Table key; 
Top line represents rows, vertical lines 
the 7 times you need to knit all 12 rows 
(repeats) Tick, cross or even draw a 
smiley face in each one as you complete 
the rows so you don’t get lost! To help 
you keep on track, knit rows are white, 
purl rows are shaded, ‘F’  and ‘B’ are the 
cable rows. 
 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

1 

st 

  F      B    

2 

nd 

  F      B    

3 

rd 

  F      B    

4 

th 

  F      B    

5 

th 

  F      B    

6 

th 

  F      B    

7 

th 

  F      B    
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Decreasing Now it’s time to get rid of all those extra stitches 
you made earlier. 
Row 1; knit one stitch, knit the next two stitches together, knit 
one stitch, knit the next two stitches together. Keep going, 
knitting one, then knitting the next two stitches together until 
you have two stitches left. Knit those two (not together, just knit 
them). You should be left with 50 stitches 
Row 2; purl to the end of the row 
Pin a safety pin to each end so you can find your decrease row 
later. 

Dec 
Row 1; *k1,k2tog* rep from * to last two 
stitches, k2 
Row 2; P to end (50 st) 

The back 
Now to finish the back of the cushion cover. You need to knit 68 
rows in stocking stitch like this; 
Row 1; knit to the end of the row 
Row 2; purl to the end of the row 
Keep knitting rows 1 and 2 in order until you’ve done 68 rows 
(mark them off in the table to keep count, as always, the white 
boxes represent the knit rows, the grey one the purl rows)  
 
Seed stitch border 
You need a second border, the same as at the beginning of the 
piece. This time stop after doing the 11th row (there’s a big X in 
the table to remind you), don’t worry if you forget and 
accidentally knit the 12th row. All it means is you’ll have 12 rows 
instead of 11, the world won’t end. No one will ever even notice. 
 
Cast off 
If you can cast off ‘in pattern’ , do, it’s neater. If you have no 
idea what I’m going on about then don’t worry. Just cast off 
which ever way you know how making sure that you cast off 
loosely. (It would be a shame to get this far and then cast off 
so tightly that your final row ruins the whole show) don’t worry 
if your cast off seems loose and ugly, there’s a cure for that – 
hide it! I’ll explain in the next section. You should now have 
something that looks a bit like the picture on the right (but 
without so many colours!) 
 
 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 

61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68   

 
Cont in st st for 68 rows 
Then rep first 11 rows of seed stitch 
border. 
Sew in ends and make up 
 

 Row 1 Row 2 Row 3 Row 4 

1st time     
2nd time     
3rd time    X 

 

 
 

Making up 
This is where you’ll get to turn your short lumpy scarf thing into 
a gorgeous, luxurious, hand crafted cushion cover. Here’s the 
back again. As you can see, only one of the seed stitch borders 
is visible when it’s all sewn together, the other is hiding 
underneath to make the flap for the cushion pad. Take a good 
look at both ends (the seed stitch bits) of your knitting and work 
out which one you’d like to hide. (I told you a floppy cast off 
wouldn’t be too much of a problem!). 
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The ‘right side’ of your knitting is the front with all the flat 
stitches that look like rows of ‘vvvvvvvvvv’. The ‘wrong side’ is 
the back that looks a bit like rows of bobbly bricks.  
 
Starting with the end you want to hide, fold the back of the 
cushion cover along the line marked out by your safety pins.  
 
Make sure the ‘wrong’ side is on the inside and the ‘right’ side is 
on the outside. Using a spare length of yarn (I used some spare 
double knit as the yarn used in this pattern is a bit too fluffy to 
make for comfortable sewing up) carefully sew along the side in 
mattress stitch taking care to pick up the central bar from the 
first stitch in each row.  
 
There are an equal number of rows in the front and back of this 
cushion cover so as long as you start from the corner and plod 
your way along carefully your seed stitch border should end up 
in the right place. If you have forgotten how to do mattress 
stitch (or never knew in the first place) type ‘mattress stitch 
knitting’ into a search engine for some excellent videos and 
guides.  
 
As you can see from the pictures on the right, this type of seam 
is almost invisible when finished and gives a very neat look to 
your cushion cover. Complete the other edge in the same way 
and if all has gone well they will be nice and even. Do exactly 
the same thing (assuming all has gone well, if all has gone 
horribly wrong, do something different!) with the other section 
of the cover.  
 
Sew in the ends, stuff it with your cushion pad and you’re done! 
One beautiful ‘Crocodile Cushion Cover’! 

 
Pic a 
 

 
Pic b 

 
Pic c 
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On the right you can see how the pattern would look written out 
in a more standard form. 
 
As always, if you need help, contact me! 
 
Hayley.fisher@hotmail.com 
http://oxknit.wordpress.com/ 
http://www.facebook.com/OxKnit 
 

Cast on 50 
Begin seed stitch border as follows; 
Row 1; K1,P1 to end 
Row 2; K1,P1 to end 
Row 3; P1,K1 to end 
Row 4; P1, K1 to end 
Rows 1-4 set patt. Repeat patt twice 
more (12 rows). 
Work in stocking stitch for 20 rows 
ending on ws row. 
Next row; K2, m1 to end (74 stitches) 
Next row; P to end 
Work 4  rows of stocking stitch. 
Begin cable pattern; 
Row 1; K to end 
Row 2 and all even rows P to end 
Row 3; K7, C10F, *K5, C10F* rep from * 
to last 12 stitches, K12 
Row 5; K to end 
Row 7; K to end 
Row 9; K12, C10B, *k5, C10B* rep from 
* to last 7 stitches, K7 
Row 11; K to end 
Row 12; P to end 
These twelve rows set patt, knit six 
further repeats (7 repeats total) 
Decrease row; *K1, K2tog* rep from * to 
last two stitches, k2 (50 st) 
Cont in st st for a further 68 rows.  
Work 11 rows in seed stitch border as 
set, cast off in patt (12th row) 
To make up, fold along inc and dec lines, 
sew up seams with mattress stitch taking 
care to overlap seed stitch borders. Fill 
with 25cm x 25cm cushion pad (10” sq) 
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